
Kyrstin Shelley to Share Homecoming Story at Holiday Tea Dec. 10

Our Branch Holiday Tea will be brightened by a 
Des Moines Storytellers Project participant, our 
own Kyrstin Shelley. She was selected by the Des 
Moines Register to tell her story last October 14 at 
the Staplin Performing Arts Center at Valley High 
School. The theme of this project was 
“Homecoming.” 

Kyrstin says she grew up in Maquoketa, first lived 
on her own in Ames, and resides in Hogwarts in her 
daydreams. Come and hear how this all fits 
together!  

At our annual holiday tea we will collect donations 
to AAUW Funds, as is our tradition. Holiday 
refreshments will be provided by the leadership 
team. All are welcome, and consider bringing a 
friend.  

Date: Saturday, Dec. 10th 
Time: 2:00 - 4:00 pm  
Location: Room 103, Rasmussen Building,  
          Grand View University (on the SW corner of East 14th and  Boyd St.) 

YWRC’s Winter Party Volunteer Opportunities

For the past three years we have helped provide a wonderful winter party for the young women of 
the YWRC. Supper, treats, art and craft activities and gifts will be shared. This year’s party will be 
December 12th, and we have been asked to help during the 3:00 pm -5:00 pm shift. Let Faith 
Sherman, 278-2242, know if you can volunteer by Dec. 5th.  

If you can’t volunteer but want to help, you may make a donation from their Winter Party Wish List 
2016 (see page 3)
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Recent Events 

BRANCH MEETING SEPTEMBER 12, 2016
Miss Allie Tubbs portrayed Grace Hopper at our September 
Branch Meeting at Grand View University. As a four-time 
national History Day qualifier, Johnston High School 
sophomore Allie Tubbs shared her winning presentation 
“Grace Hopper Dared To Explore Computer Coding, 
Encounter the Glass Ceiling, and Exchange Intellectual 
Concepts.”  An accomplished dramatist, Allie gave life to a 
leading figure in the field of military computing.  

BRANCH MEETING OCTOBER 24, 2016
United Way’s “Read to Succeed” was the topic at our 
October meeting. Joy Talmon spoke with members 
during the meeting at Smokey Row. The goal of this 
program is to increase third grade reading proficiency in 
central Iowa to 90% by the year 2020. Joy organizes 
and prepares volunteers to mentor at-risk third graders 
once a week at 18 sites in the Des Moines, Ankeny, and 
Indianola public schools in cooperation with the 
principals and teachers involved. 

Follow-Up to September Branch Meeting 

Contributed	by	Mary	Harlan,	Program	Coordinator		
Grace Hopper has been in the news a lot recently. In November, President Obama awarded Hopper the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the country’s highest civilian honor.  

A follow-up to our September program about Grace Hopper is an article in “A Different Point of View” 
published by the National Women’s History Museum Volume 24. The article traces the development of 
women and computers from 1832 when Ada Byron assisted Charles Babbage with a very early computer 
to the present. Several women worked during World War II to write programs for a computer at the 
University of Pennsylvania. They had degrees in Mathematics and had already worked for the military 
calculating artillery firing tables for the U.S. Army.  At the end of the war the women went to work for 
companies developing the UNIVAC computer or research at NASA. 

 The computing field was open to women from all backgrounds. Katherine Johnson, an African American, 
joined the NASA Space Task Force, calculating trajectories for space flights. For instance, John Glenn 
requested that the computer calculations for the 1962 Friendship 7 mission be rechecked by Katherine 
Johnson. Her hand calculations were the same as the computer. 
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Winter Party Wish List 2016
• Fleece pajamas (XS-2XL) 
• Gas gift cards 
• Hats, mittens, gloves, warm 

headbands 
• Full-size shampoo, conditioner, body 

wash, lotions 
• Tank tops or camis (XS-2XL) 
• Socks 
• Jewelry 
• Crossbody bags 
• Lip gloss, mascara, eye liner 
• Diapers, sizes 5-6 
• Baby blankets 
• Toys (infant-5-years)  

Donations may be dropped off at the YWRC 
or Starbucks on University (in front of Half-
Priced Books) by Dec. 6th. 

AAUW HAS NEW ADDRESS.
On June 10 our national AAUW moved its 
headquarters to 1310 L St., Suite 1000, 
Washington, DC, 20005. They were able to sell 
their former building, which was at a very 
desirable location, for a very profitable price. Our 
own Mary Grefe was involved in purchasing the 
former headquarters building when she was 
national president. 

IN MEMORIAM

Former Branch member Betty Culp passed 
away on October 8, 2016. We extend our 
sympathy to her family and friends. 

Midwinter Lunch at the Botanical 
Gardens

Mark your calendars; on February 4 leave the 
snow behind and get away for lunch at the 
beautiful Botanical Gardens with your AAUW 
friends.  We’ll meet at 11:00 at the Trellis Cafe, 
for which no admission fee is charged.  If you 
want to stroll around the facility afterwards you 
must have a membership or pay the admission 
fee of $8, or $7 for seniors

BRANCH MEMBERS SUPPORT AAUW FUNDS GENEROUSLY
During the fiscal 2015-16 year 13 members of our Des Moines Branch contributed $1540.00 to AAUW 
funds. We traditionally designate our Holiday Tea as the occasion to encourage fund giving, and will on 
December 10, although donations are welcome at any time. National AAUW provides over $3 million in 
fellowships and grants to outstanding women and nonprofit organizations each year. 

The AAUW Funds include: AAUW Advocacy; Elect Her; Start Smart; Student Advisory Council (SAC); 
Outlook; CAP Grants; Work Smart; C/U  Partners; Tech Savvy; NCCWSL; LAP; Tech Trek; Younger 
Women’s Task Force; and Member Leader Programs. 

Remember that all funds go to support issues important to women and girls. 
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AAUW Des Moines 
c/o Brittany Cottrill 
4222 SE 3rd St. 
Des Moines, IA 50315

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE

CONTACT US
The Leadership Team is at your service. 

• Amy Getty, President (agetty@grandview.edu)  

• Barb Zimany, Treasurer (bizmany@aol.com)  

• Mary Harlan, Program Coordinator (mrharlan@juno.com) 

• Brittany Cottrill Lloyd, Newsletter, Membership, Website 
(bcottrill@grandview.edu) 

• Sharon Gee, (derfgee@mchsi.com)   

• Joanne Page (page@dwx.com)  

• Faith Sherman (wsherman41@gmail.com)  

Upcoming Dates

✦ Dec. 10, 2:00 pm: Holiday Tea at Grand 
View University  

✦ Dec. 12, 3-5 pm: YWRC Winter Party 
volunteer opportunity at Central 
Presbyterian Church. Call Faith 
Sherman (278-2242) 

✦ Dec. 21, 1-3 pm: Contemporary 
Literature Book Group. Contact Joanne 
Page. 

✦ Feb. 4, 11 am: Lunch and Tour at Des 
Moines Botanical Garden 

✦ March 6, 5:30 pm: General Meeting at 
Grand View University 

✦ April 29-30, 2017: State AAUW 
conference in Cedar Rapids.
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